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ZAWLBUK: Zawlbuk is a
traditional dormitories of
all lushai youthsmunmarried
men over 15 years. All Lushai
young men should stay here
at night for the protection of
the village from wild animals
or their enemies. It was also
a place where they received
training in tribal welfare
wresling, hunting and village
government, the training was
intensive and strenuous, strict
disciplines was maintained
and basic values of life were
inculcated on the youngsters.
Ladies and children are not
allowed to enter inside the
Zawlbuk but boys around
6-14 years old were given
duty to supply fire wood to
ensure that the hearth/fire
place was always alight. The
Zawlbuk usually came fully
to life in the evening when
youngsters gathered there
to exchange ideas, they sang
songs of heroism and spoke
of achievements of their
ancestors. Late in the evening
theywentouttokeepdateswith
their girlfriends and returned
around bed times to have good
night’s sleep. The practice
of Sleeping out on a regular
basis with their friends and
neighbors helped the Lushai
youths to build up a strong
awareness of community
welfare. The Zawlbuk began
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to lose its importance after
the appearance of the British
on the scene. The introduction
of formal education and
conversion to Christianity
leading to a steady decline in
the utility and relevance of
the Zawlbuk.
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THANGCHHUAH PA

“Thangchhuahpa” was a social
status given to a man who
could preform “Khuangchawi”
(@ king of festive ceremony,
feeding the whole village for
four days feast by killing many
different animals, compulsory
animal to spear is “Sial”
(Mithun), alcohol etc,. in the
case of ‘in lama Thangchhuah’
(it needs rich man).

Or, complete a set of kill list
necessary to attain the status
of Thangchhuahpa in the case
of ‘Ram lama thangchhuah’
(it indicates great hunters),
the compulsory kill includes
Elephant, tumpang (a king of
wild bison), Bear, Zukchal (the
full grown stag with it antler
in its full glory, wild boar
and vahluk (lying spuirrel),
muvanlai (eagle), rulngan
(king cobra) and sakie (tiger).
It was one of the highest
status person can achieve
which benefitted him in mar
ways. Infact, it was the goal
of all men-young or old it
become a Thangchhuahpa
and claim their place with
the social hierarchy. Being
a thangchhuahpa come with
various attributes:

He can enter ‘Pialral’
(Paradise) after death and live

EERIE




on ready made foods.

A Thangchhuahpa is
considered to be a great and
respected figure, pleased
by the chief himself and
respected by all.

He can wear ‘Thangchhuah
Puan’ (colth). Only
thangchhuahpa are allowed to
wear this cloth.

He can open window as
wide as the wishes and can
make ‘Bahzar’ and ‘Vanlunyg’
as he wish to. Commonery/
widow, generally lower Class
people are not aloowed to open
window in Lusai society in the
ancient time.

If he could perform three
times ¢ Khuangchawi’ he is
given a high status of being a
‘Zau dawh thei’ Which permits
him to choose the best place to
build his home in a village.
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Delegates from Nepal Department of Cooperative and NEFSCUN
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Board members and management of NEFSCUN & NCF during NEFSCUN Foundation Day (16

August 2022).
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